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Christ at the Centre
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning for children with special needs and disabilities which affect their academic progress at St Philip’s Catholic Primary School 
AIM OF THE POLICY 
The aim of this policy is to guide the development and provision of pupils with SEND (special educational needs and disability). This is achieved through: 

· the provision of education for pupils with special educational needs within the existing framework of the whole school policy for teaching and learning, whenever possible and appropriate, working in partnership with the child, parents, external agencies and governors
· the provision of a wide variety of experiences in order to enable children to develop to their full potential in all aspects of their development and to provide for their special needs 

· ensuring all staff are familiar with the procedures to be followed within school when dealing with a child with SEND and liaising with appropriate external agency support and providing opportunities for all staff to develop their professional expertise with regard to pupils with SEND
· identifying a child with SEND within school as early as possible to ensure that the appropriate support is given in terms of resources and personalised learning

· monitoring, assessing and recording progress of all pupils with SEND continuously, in line with the school's assessment policy 

DEFINITION OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (from the Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0-25 years, January 2015)
A child has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. This may relate to: cognition and learning, communication and interaction, SENDsory impairment, physical/medical conditions or social, emotional and behavioural difficulties. 

A child of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty if he or she: 
· has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or
· has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in mainstream schools 

For children aged two or more, special educational provision is educational provision that is additional to or different from that made generally for other children or young people of the same age by mainstream schools. 

A child making slower progress may not have special educational needs. Where a child appears not to be making adequate progress and special educational needs are identified the school should intervene through quality first teaching.

A child must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or medium of communication of the home is different from the language in which he or she is or will be taught. 

St Philip’s statement of intent
As we are all created in the image and likeness of God, as a school, we endeavour to provide all children with the highest standard of education. For some children, this means providing them with additional support. 

Our SENDco lead is Miss S Rowland. You can contact Miss Rowland  by ringing the school on 0161 483 0977 or via email send@st-philips.stockport.sch.uk Our School Governor for SEND is Mrs S Halliday.  
In our school we have a wonderful range of abilities and needs, class teachers work alongside other professionals in order to provide all of our children with the best education, regardless of need. As a school we provide training throughout the year for our staff to access the most up to date recommendations for children with SEND.  Some of the professionals we work alongside are the inclusion service, SALT, Ed Psych. If teachers are concerned with the level of progress children are making, the details of their concerns are recorded and additional support may be given.

The school invests heavily in staff, with a particular focus with Teaching Assistants, in order to give our children the best possible support through their primary school years. Teaching Assistants are deployed in each year group to provide support for the children within the classrooms and to provide intervention programmes for the specific needs of individuals or groups of children.  

Examples of the intervention programmes we use in school include, but are not limited to, ELSA, Motor Skills United, Toe by Toe, Speech and Language Therapy and Drawing and Talking Therapy. Teaching assistants work with individual children or groups of children on all areas of the curriculum with a particular focus on individual needs. 

Parents are consulted in every step of this journey and SEND reviews are held bi-annually to measure children’s progress and to report this to parents. Progress meetings for all children, those with SEND and those without are held every half term between the class teachers and the Headteacher.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
The Governing Body will: 

· appoint a governor responsible for monitoring SEND. This is currently Claire Heaney , who will liaise with the SENDco regularly and report back to the Governing Body

· ensure that the necessary provision is made for any pupil who has SEND
· ensure that teachers in the school are aware of the importance of identifying and providing for those pupils who have special educational needs
· consult the L.A. and the governing bodies of other schools, when it seems to them necessary or desirable in the interests of co-ordinated special educational provision in the area as a whole

The School Governors have responsibility, as set out in the Code, to ensure that adequate provision is made for children with SEND. They have delegated the day-to-day management of this to the Headteacher and Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDco). The person responsible for SEND is the Headteacher.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SENDco 
· to oversee the day-to-day operation of the school’s SEND policy 

· to co-ordinate provision for children with SEND to ensure there are effective programmes and the appropriate resources in school to meet their needs
· to liaise with and advise class teachers

· to oversee the records of all children with SEND and to follow up the progress of those no longer receiving additional support
· to liaise with parents of children with SEND
· to contribute to the in-service training of staff 

· to liaise with external agencies including the learning, behaviour and SENDsory support services and educational psychology services, health and social services, and voluntary bodies

· to liaise with the Headteacher regarding the progress of children with SEND and to liaise with the Governor responsible for SEND and report to the Governing Body on an annual basis 

· to ensure that the pupils with SEND join in the activities of the school together with those children who do not have SEND, so far as that is reasonably practicable and compatible with the child receiving the necessary SEND provision, the efficient education of other children in the school and the efficient use of resources

· ensure that the necessary provision is made for any pupil who has SEND
· ensure that parents are notified of a decision by the school that their child has SEND 

· with the headteacher, decide the school’s general policy and approach to meeting children’s SEND for those with and without EHC plans 

THE ROLE OF THE TEACHING STAFF
We are all teachers of children with SEND.

All staff must be aware of, and comply with, procedures to identify, assess and make adequate provision for their pupils with SEND and must record how they address the needs of children in their care.

THE IDENTIFICATION OF PUPILS WITH SEND AND HOW THEIR NEEDS ARE DETERMINED AND REVIEWED 
It is the school’s duty to identify pupils in its care who have special educational needs as early as possible. It is the responsibility of the class teacher and the parent/carer to identify children with SEND. These observations and concerns will be discussed with the SENDco. 

The principles, which underpin the identification of children with SEND, are: 

Progress – This looks at the improvement the child makes, measured in key areas term on term

Attainment – This focuses on the gap between the child and his/her peers in terms of attainment, access to the curriculum, social and personal skills, confidence or behaviour. 
Severity – How the child’s SEND compares with his/her peers within Stockport and nationally. 

Complexity – This takes account of the number and range of factors, which contribute, to a child’s SEND. 

Triggers in the Key Stage 2 Phase (Year 3 – Year 6) 
As the child moves into Key Stage 2, staff and/or parents/carers may have concerns that a child has SEND in the following areas: 

Cognition and Learning 
Low attainment in one or more areas of the curriculum 

Extremely high attainment in one or more areas of the curriculum 

Difficulties with fine/gross motor skills 

Frustration and/or low self esteem 

Difficulty in tasks in sequencing, organisation, phonological skills, short term memory 

Language difficulties concerned with expressive/receptive language 

Delays in forming concepts 

Communication and Interaction 
Under-developed play skills 

Social isolation 

Inappropriate social interaction 

Sensory-Hearing impairment 
Difficulty in following instructions and participating in classroom activities 

Immaturities in speech language and communication which are not commensurate with their development in other areas 

Difficulties in communicating and interacting socially 

Sensory-Visual Impairment 
Has difficulty in recognising pictures, print etc. 

Needs to be close to view things 

Lack of peripheral vision 

Poor hand-eye co-ordination 

Physical/medical difficulties 
Difficulty in participating in activities 

Low confidence in physical activity 

Undue fatigue/concentration difficulties 

Social, Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties 
Inappropriate behaviour with peers and adults 

Lack of confidence and low self esteem 

Lack of self control 

ARRANGEMENTS PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL WHICH ENABLE ACCESS OF SEND PUPILS TO A BROAD AND BALANCED CURRICULUM 
The school will: 

· through a cycle of observation, assessment, planning and review, make provision for increased curriculum differentiation, curricular adaptations and pastoral or disciplinary procedures dependent on the individual child’s strengths and weaknesses. 

· employ a variety of approaches to maximise the achievement of all pupils within all areas of the National Curriculum 

TRAINING 
The school (teachers, teaching assistants and governors) will take advantage of training opportunities where appropriate. The training needs will be considered annually and courses selected according to the need identified, if and when appropriate. 

ROLE PLAYED BY PARENTS AND PUPILS IN SEND PROCEDURES

We work in partnership with parents of children with special needs. 

They will be: 

· listened to

· encouraged to play an active and valued role in their child’s education 

· informed of their child’s entitlement within the SEND framework
· given access to information, advice and support during assessment and any relevant decision-making processes about special educational needs provision 

We aim to do this by informing parents: 

· when a child’s SEND is first perceived 

· of any interventions or programmes of action and their role in supporting their child 

· when consideration is given to the involvement of an outside agency 

· of the parent partnership service when SEND are first identified 

· of all reviews concerning their child. They will be given the opportunity to attend and/or invite a repreSENDtative to SEND Support and EHC reviews 

Parents also have a responsibility to communicate with professionals to support their child’s education. They should: 
· communicate regularly with their child’s school and alert them to any concerns they have about their child’s learning provision
· fulfil their obligations under home/school agreements, which set out expectation on both sides
PUPILS 
Children have a right to receive and impart information, to express an opinion and to have that opinion taken into account in any matters affecting them from the early years. Their views should be given due weight according to their age, maturity and capability (Articles 12 and 13 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child).  (Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0-25 years, January 2015)
PROCEDURE FOR PUPILS WITH SEND 
Children identified before entering school; 
The majority of children with severe developmental delay and complex learning difficulties will have been identified prior to entering school by children’s health services such as Educational Psychology, health visitors, therapists, SSS and Portage. In some cases, children may enter school with a EHC plan or at SEND Support. The transfer of any child with a EHC Plan is managed through Stockport CYPDisP, whether the child is entering school in Year 3 or transferring from another educational setting subsequent to their eighth birthday. 

THE KEY STAGE 2 PHASE 
In the primary phase, the SEND procedure is in two sections addressing different levels of need. These are: SEND Support and Education, Health and Care Plans. 

SEND Support
SEND Support includes the involvement of outside agencies. A request for help from external services is likely to follow a decision taken by the SENDco and colleagues, in consultation with parents. The external specialist may act in an advisory capacity, or promote additional specialist assessment to be involved in teaching the child directly. The resulting I.E.P. for the child will set out fresh strategies for supporting the child’s progress. 

Education, Health and Care Plan 
A very small number of children with SEND whose needs are long term, severe or complex, will need the school to request a statutory assessment by the Local Authority. The Local Authority provides an information pack for parents whose children are being statutorily assessed and the Parent Partnership Services provides information advice and support for parents and carers of children with SEND. 

Children with a EHC Plan will have an annual review. The child’s parents/carers, teacher, teaching assistant and any external agencies will be invited to attend. The SENDco will request reports from all who support the pupil’s needs. 

TRANSITION 
For children with EHC Plans transferring to secondary school, a provisional recommendation regarding the child’s future education will have been made at the Year 5 annual review, so that parents can consider options at the same time as other parents. During this time and then subsequently through Year 6 there are opportunities to liaise with the secondary schools about children with SEND and their needs. 

RESOURCES

A number of resources are available in school. In addition, we currently have a number of teaching assistants trained in a variety of interventions, including Motor Skills United, SERI, SRA, Toe-by-Toe, Maths Rising Stars, the effective use of Comic Strips and Social Stories, and the delivery of physiotherapy and speech and language therapy programmes
The Governing Body recognises that the needs of more able and exceptionally able children and children with English as an additional language (EAL) are not addressed in the code of practice. However, it believes that the identification and provision for these children is as important as it is for any other group. 
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